Management of substance misusers on the general hospital ward.
Since a high prevalence of physical morbidity is associated with substance misuse, drug misusers are frequently admitted to general hospitals. Medical staff often perceive drug misusers as a particularly difficult patient group, feeling that they lack the knowledge and skill to deal with them adequately without specialist support. We review the common physical complications of substance misuse likely to be encountered in a general hospital, and provide comprehensive guidelines for the assessment and management of drug dependence in this setting.